With great interests, we have read a recent article entitled "Estrogen receptor alpha haplotypes and breast cancer risk in older Caucasian women," which was published online in Breast Cancer Res Treat [1] . In this article, Wang et al. found that there were no statistically significant associations between rs746432 polymorphism and the risk of breast cancer.
With great interests, we have read a recent article entitled "Estrogen receptor alpha haplotypes and breast cancer risk in older Caucasian women," which was published online in Breast Cancer Res Treat [1] . In this article, Wang et al. found that there were no statistically significant associations between rs746432 polymorphism and the risk of breast cancer.
The article written by Wang stated that genotype distributions of each SNP were analyzed for fitness in HWE except for SNP rs1801132 in controls. Nevertheless, careful examinations of data reported by Wang et al. reveal a key issue that is worth mentioning. From the data supplied by Wang, we found that the control groups of rs746432 deviated from HWE (P < 0.05), which led to an unconvincing conclusion about the association between rs746432 polymorphism and the risk of breast cancer.
So far, only few studies were conducted to investigate the relations between rs746432 polymorphism and the risk of breast cancer. Gallicchio et al. found no significant association between rs746432 polymorphism and the breast cancer risk in the population-based cohort of women with BBD, while Gold et al. observed that haplotypes containing the SNP rs746432 had an obvious association with the breast cancer [2, 3] . Generally speaking, the conclusions drawn by Wang should be interpreted with caution. In the future, we need further large-scale and rigorous studies to assess associations between rs746432 polymorphism and the risk of breast cancer.
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